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First of all, I would like to than the committee for their consideration, comments and 
further investigation. I respect the comments which have been made by Universities 
Scotland, SAAS and the Scottish Government.  
 
One issue I still see, is one which has been raised by SAAS in relating to awareness 
of funding being available from other bodies to non-Scottish domiciled students, for 
Scottish professional post-graduate qualifications. They could not come up with an 
alternative to what has already been mentioned. 
 
Another matter is the residence requirement which all mention. ‘To meet our general 
residence conditions, students must have been ordinarily resident in the United 
Kingdom, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man for the three years immediately 
before the first day of the first academic year of their course (the relevant date). For 
the majority of students who start their course in the autumn term, the relevant date 
is 1 August. In addition Students must also be ordinarily resident in Scotland on the 
relevant date. We will not treat a student as being ordinarily resident in Scotland if 
their main purpose in coming to Scotland is for full-time education. This policy laid 
out in The Students' Allowances (Scotland) Regulations 2007 as amended and The 
Education (Student Loans) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 as amended.’ As I have 
mentioned, those who may have originally came to Scotland for education but then 
have purchased a property in Scotland will still not be regarded as residents. I have 
tried to prove my status is not just here for full-time education but this has been 
disregarded. 
 
Regardless of what all responses have said, I still believe there is a funding gap for 
those going on to study the Diploma in Professional Legal Practice. I do not know the 
entire position of other post-graduate courses but, what I do consider is what a 
committee member also stated – why would the RUK pay to fund a course which 
cannot effectively benefit RUK and is solely reduced to Scotland.  It has also been 
mentioned that own jurisdictions give loans usually – for those living in Scotland 
permanently (i.e owning a property here, and for all purposes a Scottish residence 
rather than English), but originally from England (having not lived a year between the 
two courses) cannot get any funding. It is also important to mention that a lot of 
these people have paid approximately £60,000 into the Scottish Economy and 
worked for these years. 
 
I think the important issue here is that English students are being treated different to 
EU students even though, they are still in the EU. I understand there are certain 
obligations in place for each jurisdiction, but nothing covers those who fit in between. 
I have also spoken to Student Finance England who cannot offer any alternative and 
say I should speak with SAAS, as I am now a resident and registered in Scotland. 
  
  
 
 


